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Despite a record snowstorm, 
the volunteers of Give Kids A 
Smile, arrived on Thursday 
night to set up for the 13th 
consecutive bi-annual free 
dental clinic.  With weather 
forecasts predicting dire 
weather conditions, the vol-
unteers stayed, worked late 
and knew that kids would 
come.   How Wonderful!!  On 
Friday, February 1st all of the 
schools in the St. Louis Met-
ropolitan area were closed 
due to the snowfall.  Even the 
colleges and universities 
closed.  St. Louis University 
remained open at the CADE 
center and the Allied Health 
building for the kids.  How 
Wonderful!! Volunteers came 
from all across the Metro 
area, making their way 
through the unplowed streets 
of St. Louis to help Give Kids 
A Smile.  How Wonderful!! 

And the kids began to arrive.  
Amazingly, parents and care-

givers found a way to get the 
kids to the services of our 
clinic.  How Wonderful!!  With 
the help of 113 volunteers on 
Friday, over 130 children re-
ceived free dental treatments.  

How Wonderful!  Incredibly, 
the sun shone on Saturday, 
and so did the kids and volun-
teers.  Working later than 
usual, our 271 volunteers 
helped over 300 kids receive 
healthy, happy smiles.  How 
Wonderful!!  Give Kids A 
Smile was able to conduct the 
13th clinic with the support of 
St. Louis University, Delta 
Dental, Keller Laboratories, 
Patterson Dental, Dynaflex, 
Henry Schien, Guardian Life 
Insurance, St. Louis County 

Library System and many 
others.  How Wonderful!! 

After 13 clinics, GKAS has 
treated 6,374 children with 
more than $1.9 million in 
comprehensive dental care.  
How Wonderful!! 

A sincere thank you to all.  

It truly is a WONDERLAND!! 

W inter Wonderland 
13th Bi-annual Clinic a Success Despite a Record Snowstorm 

April 2008 



A Purpose 
for 

Give Kids A Smile  

Jan and I had the opportunity to attend 
our very first Trivia Night on April 4th 

for Give Kids A Smile.  We had no idea 
what to expect and despite our inexperi-
ence, we had a wonderful time and we 
each answered at least two questions 
each!  Well, I guess that's not too good, 
but thank goodness for the rest of our 
table who carried us through the eve-
ning.  We should have had a book or 
notes or something to study prior to the 
test, because we were obviously not 
prepared.  Thanks to our team mates!  
They saved us.  And thanks to everyone 
who attended and supported the Trivia 
Night.  It was a wonderful evening.  
Also, a special thanks needs to go to 
Fran Adams and her committee.  Great 
job everyone!  

So why did Give Kids A Smile have a 
Trivia Night in the first place?  What 
was the purpose?  I know, for sure, that 
the Trivia Night wasn't to test Jan and 
Ray's ability to answer questions.  If it 
was, Jan and Ray failed the test.  I know 
for sure that it wasn't a well planned 
party for everyone to enjoy, even though 
we did have a terrific party and we did 

have a fantastic time.  Give Kids A Smile 
had the Trivia Night to support the pur-
pose of Give Kids A Smile and that pur-
pose is kids.  Give Kids A Smile's soul 
purpose for existing is to serve kids and 
help kids where ever they are and what 
ever their needs might be.  And, we know 
that the needs of the kids are an un-
daunted obstacle to be overcome.  Give 
Kids A Smile has been given the opportu-
nity to tackle those obstacles.  

With the addition of the Trivia Night, 
Give Kids A Smile now has three fund 
raisers.  We have the Trivia Night in 
April, the Golf Tourney in June, and the 
Gala in September, three chances each 
year to put on a good time with a pur-
pose.  We have three chances to bring our 
wonderful supporters together to help us 
with our purpose.  Give Kids A Smile 
would cease to exist, if it weren't for our 
supporters and for our fund raising 
events.  Give Kids A Smile would not be 
able to help kids and provide services 
without your help.  

Viktor Frankl, the distinguished Austrian 
psychotherapist, wrote the acclaimed 
book Man's Search for Meaning. His 
book outlined his world-famous approach 
to therapy and he called it logotherapy, or 
meaning therapy.  He said, “Man's con-

cern about a meaning of life is the tru-
est expression of the state of being of 
humans.  Humans need a reason to live, 
a meaning for life, a purpose.”  So 
what's your purpose?  What makes you 
get up and go?  Could you make kids 
and Give Kids A Smile your purpose?  
If it's not already, could you make it 
your banner that you rally around?  
There could be no greater purpose than 
to help kids and make a difference in 
the lives of children.  

Thanks to everyone who supports Give 
Kids A Smile either as a volunteer or a 
financial supporter.  We are thankful 
that your purpose aligns with our pur-
pose and kids are your focus.  Thank 
you for helping to make Give Kids A 
Smile successful, one kid at a time.  

Ray Storm, President 
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